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Women from Constuyamos Juntos, a mixed brigade which built a school in Nicaragua last year, 


pause from digging a latrine. 


LU Reopens 


By Meredith G. Gottesman 


Last October, UMass student Joyce Barry 
reopened the office of the Lesbian Union. Since then, 
almost fifty members have joined, including un- 
dergraduates, graduate students, University 
employees and community members. 

Barry wrote the budget and submitted a request for 
a space allocation in the Student Union Building in 
order to open the office and make the Lesbian Union 
an official Registered Student Organization. In December 
of 1986, the Lesbian Union collected donations at a 
coffeehouse put on by the UMass Program for 
Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Concerns in the Blue Wall. 
Barry said that the Union hopes to use the money 
raised to sponsor a dance or a concert early in the 
spring semester. 

Unlike the UMass Program for Gay/Lesbian/ 
Bisexual Concerns and the Lesbian/Bisexual/Gay 
Alliance, the Lesbian Union will exist specifically to 
serve women in the community. “The LU shares a 
political identity with the LBGA in that both 
organizations deal with homosexuality, but the LU 
provides woman-identified space, where women can 
just be among peers.” said Barry. The LU office is the 
only woman-space on campus, she added. 

The Lesbian Union will also provide resources and 
referrals to the Lesbiam community. “We’d like to get 
the community active in the LU through outreach.” 
said Barry. 

“Alot of new faces turned up at the end of last 
semester. We hope even more people will be 
interested in helping out in the spring.” said Barry. 
Weekly meetings of the Lesbian Union will be held in 
the LU office in room 406-G of the Student Union 
Building on Thursdays from 11:30-12:30pm. All 
Women are welcomed to sit in and bring lunch. 
Upcoming events will also be listed in the Collegian 
Classifieds, 
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Phranc enthralls 


By Lisa Bohne 
and Monika Giacoppe 


Where were you on the night of Jan. 15? We won’t 
holdit against you if you weren’t at the Iron Horse, but 
you'll probably hold it against your self once you hear 
Phranc’s first release, Folksinger. 

The Iron Horse Management didn’t seem to be 
ready for a full house, but local women came out in 
droves (some even stood outside the door just to ~ 
listen) to hear this woman with a flat-top haircut and 
fake patent leather galoshes sing such classics as 
“Female Mudwrestling” and “The Ballad of the Dumb 
Hairdresser.” 


continued on page 6 
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Brigada 
Companeras 
builds hope 


By Margaret Lobenstein 

This summer women from the Pioneer Valley willbe 
joining women from Boston, New York City, and San 
Francisco on Brigada Companeras, the first all- 
women’s construction brigade to Nicaragua. This 
brigade is the brainchild of local feminist, Bonnie 
Mann, who came up with the idea last spring when she 
participated in Construyamos Juntos, a mixed 
construction brigade that built a school in Nicaragua. 

“Some of the women on the brigade got talking with 
members of AMNLAE (Nicaragua’s National 
Women’s Association) about the macho tradition 
Nicaragua has inherited from its past, and the 
difficulty women have in breaking out of traditional 

‘women’s work.’ We thought about the exciting 
example an all-women’s construction brigade would 
set. When we talked with the Sandinista government 
about such a brigade, they asked if we could build a 
vocational school in the northern part of the country 
that would be open to women as well as men and 
would teach carpentry and masonry as well as 
sewing,” Mann said recently. 

Brigada Companeras hopes to do more than just 
build a building. This brigade has a very unique 
feature. In addition to providing the material and tools 
needed, given Nicaragua’s scarce war-depleted 
resources, Brigada Companeras hopes to raise nough 
money to pay the living expenses of two to three 
Nicaraguan women who will then be able to 
apprentice to some of the more skilled women on the 
brigade. When the building is complete and the North 
Americans come back, therefore, they will leave not 
only tools but women trained to use them, not onlya 
school where women are able to study non-traditional 
skills but Nicaraguan role models who can encourage 
others. 

The brigade is planned for this summer and much 
work is needed to turn this dream into reality. Brigada 
Companeras has already put out a brochure 
answering some key questions: 

WHY A BRIGADE TO NICARAGUA? Inter- 
national presence and support is one crucial factor 
that has prevented the success of U.S. government 
efforts in Nicaragua. As U.S. citizens, our presence in 
Nicaragua is particularly important in preventing an 
invasion. Going to Nicaragua is a direct act of 
conscience in opposition to our government's 
aggression and in solidarity with the Nicaraguan 
people. 

WHY A WOMEN’S BRIGADE? Since the Triumph 
in 1979, Sandinista women have been able to make 
very real gains for women in Nicaragua in areas such 
as AMNLAE... Yet feminists in Nicaragua, as 
everywhere in the world, have a big struggle ahead of 


continued on page 10 
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The following women devoted their 
time and effort to the creation of 
his paper: 


Romney Boehm 
Lisa Bohne 

Shari Brunell 
Monkia Giacoppe 
Emma Goldstein 
Deborah Horton 
Paula Jabloner 
Becky Lockwood 
Toni Maschler 
Kathleen Offenhartz 
Chelsea Taylor 
Liisa Trocki 


Sharon Utakis 


SUBMISSIONS WELCOME! 

Your contribution to the VWV is 
greatly appreciated. We ask that a 
phone # and name be enclosed with 


Is Christmas a 


Feminist Holy Day? 


Dear VWV, 

I sent the following letter to the 
“Face the Music” collective on 
December 20 after listening to their 
weekly women’s radio show on 
WHIUS in Storrs, CT. Their show 
has been on the air for about ten 
years. It is currently on Saturdays 
from 2-5pm on 91.7-FM. 


Dear Sisters, 

I’m sitting listening to your 
“Christmas” show this afternoon 
feeling very upset, sol thought I’d do 
something productive with these 
feelings and explain my reactions. 

As a non-Christian this is a very 
difficult time of year for me -- 
everywhere one turns one is 
totally bombarded with Christmas 
culture. There is no choice about it 
and no escape. The assumption is 
that everyone enjoys - and is into 
-Christmas, whether or not one is a 
practicing religious Christian. 

However, there are many of us 
who find this assumption painful to 
endure. If we express this we are met 
with trite comments about being 
“scrooge” and wanting to spoil 
others’ fun. While there are many 
aspects of Christmas one could 
relate to regardless of background, | 


Display and Classified Ad Rates 


Camera Ready 


LETTERS 


don’t believe one should feel that 
finding something to personally 
relate to about Christmas should be 
compulsory. For many who enjoy 
Christmas, besides the religious 
aspect, the bottom line of the season 
is the “magic” of it. I’m beginning to 
discover that many feminists and 
lesbians who otherwise poltically 
disagree with Christian 
laws and values, are threatened by 
those of us who object to the 
Christmas saturation because it 
seems that we are threatening the 
only big dose of magic they allow into 
their lives with memories of 
Christmas energy This seems 
quite ironic to me though. This 
asically religious holiday (holy day) of 
one religion so pervades our entire 
culture, including our sub-cultures 
like the women’s community. If any 
other holy day of any other religion 
so influenced the feminist culture 
we'd analyze it and question it very 
seriously. Somehow we’ve become 
immune to this analysis, which is 
sucha strong part of our movement, 
when it comes to Christmas. Cris 
Williamson’s “Christmas” album 
from Olivia records is a good 
example of this. 

When you opened your show 
today you said you’d be playing 
seasonal holiday music -- Christmas 
music as well as Chanukah, Solstice, 
and other music for “the holidays”. 
This doesn’t make me feel any better 
though. If it wasn’t for the major 
emphasis on Christmas at this time 
of year, Chanukah, Solstice, etc. 


Support the 


wouldn’t get as much notice. Out ofa 
sense of fairness, and consciousness 
raising by women of other religions 
and cultures, women now make an 
effort to include these “other” holy 
days. (P've heard two-thirds cf your 
show today and so far haven't heard 
any of that “other” music though.) 
but -- and this is the hardest part to 
communicate -- it doesn’t leave me 
feeling included, but rather subtly 
and quite unconsciously, coopted. 
Let me add here this isn’t anything] 
feel you are intentionally trying todo, 
but it is part of the unquestioning 
pervasive acceptance we've all been 
taught to have. 

As a pagan, Winter Solstice or 
Yule is not the same equivalent holy 
day to me as Christmas is to 
Christians -- it’s not the one bit day 
of the year; we have eight major 
holdy days marking the wheel of the 
year. Jewish friends have told me 
that Chanukah is not the biggest 
holy day among Jews either and they 
resent how it has been “christianized” 
with ads for Chanukah shopping and 
banks hyping “Christmas or 
Chanukah Club Accounts.” 
Christmas is so big in our culture and 
so institutionalized that it colors how 
we perceive other holy days. 

So when | hear that someone is 

doing a “Christmas, etc.” show, I 
know there is practically no way for 
us to see that “etc.” except as it 
relates to Christmas; everything else 
is flavored by the magnitude afforded 
Christmas. 
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would like to hear from all 
women. With this in mind, the 
VWV accepts for the calendar 
and announcements sections 
items up to five lines in length 
about events and topics of 
interest to women. Announce- 
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Since that early spring, the 
Voice has gone through changes 
of personnel, location and format. 
It is now a 16-page monthly witha 
distribution of 8,000 and a mailing 
list of 220 subscribers and ex- 
change publications. 


Production 
Dates 


With an office at the Stu. Union 
Bldg. on the UMass campus, 
and status as a Recognized Stu- 
dent Organization, the Valley 
Women’s Voice is a small busi- 
ness staffed by students and com- 
munity women. 

A healthy share of advertisers 
help keep the paper financially 
afloat, and supplies, advice and 
technical assistance are available 
through the University. Readers, 
contributors, and volunteers 
support the paper, which circu- 
lates between Amherst, North- 
ampton and Springfield. Outlying 
towns and regions receive the 


Voice via the U.S. Mail and willing 
commuters, 


ments for non-profit organiza- 
tions will be given prefence and 
additional space when it is 
available. In the cases of profit- 
making organizations, dollar 
amounts of fees will not be 
listed. See the display and clas- 
sified advertizing rates for more 
information. 


Payment is due within seven days of publication. 

An additional 10% pre-payment discount may be 
subtracted from your cost if payment is recieved before the 
27th of che month prior to publicaton. 

In lieu of “tear sheets’ all advertisers will recieve a 
complimentary copy of the paper. ; 
All changes in ad copy must be recieved by the 20th of the 
month prior to publication, unless other arrangements are 
made with the ad representative. 

One column is 3 & 1/4 inches wide. 


Feb. 29-Mar. 1 
Mar. 28-29 


Apr. 25-26 


All letters to the editor present the 
views of the author only. No 
statement in any letter to the editor 
represents any official position of 
the Valley Women's Voice, the 
Student Government Association, 
administration or trustees of 
UMass, or the State Board of 
Regents. 
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Pro-nudists sue 


A class action suit to overturn the 
Cape Cod National Seashore’s anti- 
nudity regulation was filed by twelve 
women, including a number of lesbians, 
in US. District Court on December 16. 

The contested regulation makes a 
distinction between male and female 
“public nudity.” “Public nudity” is 
defined as “a person’s intentional failure 
to cover with a fully opaque covering 
that person’s own genitals, pubic areas, 
rectal area, or female breast below a 
point immediately above the top of the 
areola (area around the nipple) when in 
a public place.” 

The women filing suit contend that 
the regulation is unconstitutional 
because it deprives women “of their 


rights to freedom of expression, _ 


freedom of privacy, and to due process 
and equal protection under the law, 
insofar as males may bare their chests 
while females may not.” According to 
Jeffrey Denner, lawyer for the plaintiffs, 
this is the first suit to challenge the anti- 
female nudity regulation on constitu- 
tional grounds. 

(Gay Community News) 


Duke: no contraceptives 
in schools 


At a press conference, Govenor 
Dukakis opposed dispensing contracep- 
tives in public schools and that local 
programs engaged in that practice will 
not receive state support. Dukakis will 
be asking the Legislature to appropriate 
$1 million to help communities devise 
ways to prevent teenage pregnancy. He 
said he would leave it up to the 
individual communities to come up with 
plans that fit their needs. Four cities 
-Chelsea, Lawrence, Springfield and 
Fall River -formed the Teenage 
Pregnancy Coalitionslast year to come 
up with plans. 

According to statistics distributed at 
the press conference, 6,970 Massachusetts 
teen-agers gave birth in 1985. Of those, 
2,389 were under 17 and 408 were 15 or 
under. 

The govenor said that teaching teen- 
ages how to avoid preqnancy is an 
important component of any program. 
His aides said that he does not oppose 
school based clinics that distribute 
information about contraceptives or 
refer students to health clinics outside 
the schools where contraceptives can 
be obtained. However, Dukakis said 
that he does not support dispensing 
contraceptives in schools because he 
believes it should be done by health 


care professionals. 
(The Boston Globe) 


Murphy first woman 


BOSTON - In January Lt. Gov. 
Evelyn Murphy acted as governor and 
Presided over the Executive Council, 
the first time a woman has performed 
either duty in the Commonwealth’s 
history. Murphy is the state’s first 
Constitutional office holder. 

(United Press International) 


Newsbriefs 


Foster care changes 
recommended 


BOSTON - The state appointed 
foster care commission has recom- 
mended changes in the state’s foster 
policy which will make it easier for 
lesbians, and gay men and single people 
to become foster parents. The 
proposed changes, finalized in 
December, must be approved by 
Human Services Secretary Philip 
Johnston and Governor Dukakis 
before going into effect. 

Under the new policy, placement 
decisions would be made by social 
workers working with foster children. 
Currently permission has to be 
obtained from Department of Social 
Services (DSS) Commissioner Marie 
Matava, if children are to be placed ina 
“non-traditional home’; home. In 
addition, the recommendations call for 
the elimination of a hierarchy which 4 
mandates that, barring rare exceptions 
children be placed in “traditional” 
families. 

The revised recommendation states 
that in placinga “child outside of his/her 
home, the Commonwealth must first 
look at the following placement re- 
sources, in order of priority: “1. Other 
members of the child’s immediate 
family; 2. Members of the child’s 
extended family. 3. Foster homes that 
reflect the child’s cultural, religious, 
racial, ethnic and community identity.” 

(Gay Community News) 


Update: Whore 
Conference 


BRUSSELS, Belgiam - The right of 
prostitutes to work without being 
harassed, stigmatized or legally or 
financially penalized was one of the 
main demands of second World 
Whores Congress held at the European 
Parliament on Oct. 3. 

Some 200 delegates from 16 countries 
~- prostitutes, ex-prostitutes, health and 


- Social workers and representatives of 


feminist Sroups -- reported an 
impressive list of violations of human 
rights of prostitutes. 


They demanded application of the 
European Convention of Human Rights 
and implementation of the World 
Charter of Prostitutes adopted at the 
first congress in Amsterdam in 1985 

The congress of “bad girls,” as some 
of the tee-shirts proclaimed, was first 
and foremost about solidarity, with 
each other, but also with “good girls,” 
including feminists. 

(CREW reports) 
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Judge says increase AFDC benefits 


BOSTON - Recently, state Superior 
Court Judge Charles M. Grabau 
brought the issue of welfare finances 
into sharp focus when he ruled on a 
lawsuit filed against the Common- 
wealth last spring by three homeless 
mothers. Citing the “catastrophic 
consequences” of homelessness on chil- 
dren and a 1913 state law which 
requires the state to pay welfare 
benefits sufficient to enable parents to 
raise their children in their own homes, 
Grabau made the discovery that low 
AFDC payments were a significant 
factor in the growing number of 
homeless families. 

Between June and December, 1986, 
the number of homeless families 
housed in Massachusetts hotels 
increased 23 percent statewide -- from 
405 to 496 -- and an additional 


Pregnancy no excuse for 
jobless benefits 


WASHINGTON .- A state may refuse 
unemployment benefits to a woman 
who quit work to have a child and now 
cannot find another job, the Supreme 
Court ruled in January. 

The court unanimously upheld a 
Missouri law that denies unemploy- 
ment benefits to everyone, including 
pregnant women, “voluntarily” leaves 
her job. 

Because the pregnant woman was 
treated like all the others, the justices 
reasoned, the state was guilty of dis- 
crimination based on pregnancy. 

“The state cannot single out 
pregnancy for disadvantageous treat- 
ment, but it is not compelled to afford 
preferential treatment,” the justices 
said. 

The impact of the latest decision 
should be limited, however, becasue 
only Minnesota, North Dakota, Ver- 
mont and the District of Columbia have 
law’s like Missouri’s. 

(Los Angeles Times) 


‘“‘Fetus murder’’ 
conviction 


ABrockton, Massachusetts man has 
been sentenced to life in prison for the 
murder of a pregnant sixteen-year-old 
woman and for the “death” by man- 
slaughter of her unborn fetus. The case 
against Frank Lawrence was the first 
“fetus-murder’ trial since the state’s 
supreme court ruled in 1984 that “our 
criminal law should extend its 
protection to viable fetuses.” A state 
pathologist testified that the woman 
was in her twenty-sixth to twenty-ninth 
week of pregnancy, and that the male 
fetus, which weighed less than two 
pounds, could have survived outside 
the womb. Norfolk County District 
Attorney William Delahunt told a news 
conference that the case clearly 
establishes that a “viable” fetus is 
protected under criminal laws. 

(Sojourner) 
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240 families were housed in the state’s 
12 family shelters. The Department of 
Public Welfare spent $2.8 million in the 
last fiscal year to house temporarily 
homeless families and at least 40 
per_ent of those families have lived in 
temporary shelters over 90 days. 
Grabau’s ruling was initially inter- 
preted to mean that the state would be 
forced to raise welfare benefits nearly 
30 percent, so that a family of three 
could actally afford marketplace rents. 
But when Gov. Michael S. Dukakis 
reacted by challenging the judiciary’s 
right to order higher benefits, Grabau 
softened his ruling, saying that he 
merely wanted the state to raise its 
“standard of need” figure, even if it has 
no intention of providing funding to 
meet that standard. 
(The Valley Advocate) 


Jocks sue 


SAN FRANCISCO - Four women 
only health clubs here are being sued 
for sexual discrimination. The plaintiffs 
are men who belong to a community 
league baseball team called “The 
Ballbusters.” According to Coming 
Up!,they claim not to be motivated by 
political reasons, but only by their 
desire for a place to shower and sauna 
after a game. When asked why they 
didn’t joina single-sex club for men, ora 
co-ed club, they replied, “That’s like 
asking the Blacks in the South to sit on 
the back of the bus.” 

Attorney for the Ballbusters, 
Lawrence Murray, claims the suit is a 
simple issue of sexual discrimination, 
and plans to invoke the Unruh Act, 
which prevents discrimination on the 
basis of sex, race, creed, or national 
origin. However Barbara Brenner, an 
attorney representing the Women’s 
Training Center, said, “What we will be 
arguing is whether the wording of the 
Unruh Act will allow for the protection 
of those groups it was designed to 
protect even whenit is being invoked by 
members of the group from which it 
was deemed necessary to protect 
them.” 

(Gay Community News) 


First women heads 
Japanese left party 


JAPAN - Takako Coi, a member of 
Parliament since 1969, was over- 
whelmingly elected chair of the main 
opposition force, the Socialist Party of 
Japan on September 6. Reviving the 
opposition camp is a formidable and, in 
the opinion of many political experts. 
unattainable goal. Nevertheless, | Coi 
promised to try. The 57-year old former 
law professor acknowledged that she 
was a rarity in Japan and said she would 
avoid “authoritarian politics and 
instead, practice politics that respects 
human beings and human rights.” 
(The New York Times) 
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Pransrtrons: 


Transitions is a monthly column spotlighting local 
women who are in the process of effecting change in 
their lives. Our society, though expanding its options 
for women, still conditions many of us to limit our 
visions of what is possible. There are innovative and 
courageous women living in the Pioneer Valley who 
are creating visions and taking the necessary steps to 
pursue and achieve their goals. This column is about 
giving women the recognition they deserve for the 
efforts they expend. 


This Way Day Break Comes: Women’s Values and 
the Future is an exciting new book co-authored by 
Annie Cheatham and Mary Clare Powell. Cheathem 
and Powell traveled 30,000 miles around the United 
States and Canada interviewing almost 1,000 women. 
Their book, published in 1986 by New Society 
Publishers of Philadelphia, illustrates the ways in 
which “women are creating a new society by using 
their intellect, intuition, politics, magic, and art to 
restructure existing institutions and to invent new 
ones”. 

In June, 1982, Cheatham and Powell began their 
journey across the United States and Canada with a 
1974 Chevy van serving as home, office space and 
transportation. For two years they traveled together 
interviewing women and compiling research for their 
book. 

The transition their relationship went through as a 
result of their odyssey is a story Cheatham and Powell 
generously agreed to share with the Valley Women’s 
Voice readers. 

Prior to beginning work on their book, Cheatham 
and Powell had lived together for eight years in 
Washington D.C.. “We were partners,” Powell 
explains, “sharing vegetable gardens, money, life, 
pets, vacations and everything.” During that time, 
Powell worked as a visual artist and teacher and 
Cheatham was director of the Congressional 
Clearinghouse on the Future. 

“Then we got in this van together and went around 
the country for two years and then spent another two 
years writing the book together,” Powell describes. In 
July, 1985, after “being together for 24 hours a day, 
writing together, thinking the same thoughts, we 
decided to live 500 miles apart,” Cheatham explains. 

Powell now lives in Washington D.C., with her 
longtime friend, Lenora and Lenora’s new baby, Sam; 
and together they care for a bed-ridden, 87-year-old 
woman. “I guess you could say I live ina commune,” 
Powell says, who descibes herself as “expansive, 
huge, encompassing, big-hearted, creative, risk- 
aking and excited about living.” 

Cheatham bought an old country home in 
Sunderland, where she lives alone, feeding the birds 
through the long winters and planting extensive 
vegetable gardens each spring. “These days 1 am 
quiet, resting, slowly recovering from the trip and the 
writing of the book, and the work I did with the 
Congress before. I am working on discovering my true 
self,” Cheatham says in a recent interview. 
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Together and Separately: Exploring the Future 


“Our transition is about separation and a geo- 
graphical distance between us after previous close, 
intense togetherness,” Powell says. “We are moving 
towards something we cannot envision yet. We are 
working it out as we go along. This involves our 
relationship and our collaborating on work together.” 

“The hardest part of this transition for me is being 
alone and having to build my own community and find 
out who I am. I am having to hack it out by myself, 
piece by piece, and it is tough,” Cheatham explained. 

“To me, this is profound time. We are trusting that 
the bond and love between us is still there, we know 
the creative excitement and sparks are. It is too 
sparky, in a way; that is why we need the distance,” 
Powell explains. “When you have been together with 
someone for along time and then you are apart, this is 
a real testing of faith. Faith that this bond means 
something, was and is given for some reason, and that 
it will resume in another form. It is trusting that if you 
let one form die, another form will emerge and fit just 
right. This is a healing time. I can figure out how I want 
to live and Annie can figure out how she wants to live. 
When we come to know this, we will be able to see 
how it might work together.” 

Cheatham has created what she refers to as “the 
Thursday Night Supper Club. I told about ten of my 
friends I would cook for them every Thursday night. I 
am learning in therapy that I have kept myself lonely 
most of my life. | am now learning how to build a 
support network and how to trust myself and other 
people.” 


The best part of this transition from togetherness to 
separateness, according to Cheatham, “is a return of 
all the love and respect we began with.” For Powell, 
favorable parts of the transition have been “a 
reclaiming of my autonomy and a freedom from pain.” 

The down side of living separate lives, Cheatham 
and Powell say, “is the loss of daily sharing, stimulating 
conversations, eating breakfast together, and sharing 
the freezing and canning of foods from the garden.” 

“There are no models or language for what Annie 
and lL are doing,” Powell explains. “Usually people get 
together and then, if they separate, they move on to 
other people. This is not what Annie and [ are doing. 
There is no way to name our current relationship. I 
used to fear that by separating from each other we 
would lose meaningful contact and there would not be 
anything left,” Powell continues, “That fear has 
receded over the past eight months.” 

For Cheatham, that fear was not present. “I always 
felt that if we were each doing what we needed to doin 
order to be happy, then nothing but good could come 
from that. I never had great fears we were risking the 
future by choosing to be apart. I feel that we are 
insuring the future.” 

Cheatham and Powell are working to insure the 
future for all of us, through the writing and publishing 
of their book, This Way Day Break Comes...”, and 
through their continued work as co-directors of the 
Institute For Women And The Future, housed in 
Cheatham’s office on Main Street, Northampton. 
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“We envision the Institute as a clearing house of 
information on women and the future. We are 


committed to the idea that women’s values, women’s 
images, women’s lives and women’s visions are 
essential for our survival in the future. The purpose of 
the Institute is to promote that idea. All the projects 
we undertake will be to further that belief,” Cheatham 
explains. 

Cheatham and Powell are “life partners who hope 
that their book will encourage the positive, the love in 
the world, and have an impact in a broad way.” 

“Women understand that our planet is in danger,” 
Cheatham and Powell assert in the introduction to 
their book. “The women we interviewed -inventive 
women who are creating new options for usall- taught 
us, again and again, that there is nothing we cannot do.” 


By Barbara McCallum 
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CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST 
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Alison Bechdel has now ‘come out’ 
with an entire hilarious book of Dykes 
To Watch Out For. Available now at: 


Food For Thought Books 
67 N. Pleasant St. 
Amherst 


253- 
\ 53-5432 
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Feminist politics and humour combined 


continued from page ! 


SURVEY 


As we began to talk about rebuilding the paper we realized we know far too little about our readers and why you read the VWV. We'd really 
like to hear from you se that the Voice can better represent the woren and the women's community of the Valley, and better inform & 


entertain you. Please take a minute to fill out the following survey. Thank you. 
1, Who are you? 


Age Occupation 
(if student, please include school, major, and year) 


Which words do you often use to identify yourself? 


Liberal 
Progressive 


Feminist 
Lesbian 


Separatist 
Socialise 


2. Why do you read the paper? 
Comment 


5.Where do you usually pick up che paper? (please include establishment and town) 
4, What purpose do you think the paper serves? 
Information 


Education Entertainment 


5. What do you use the paper for? 


Calendar Ads Articles 
Announcements Kitty Litter Other: 
6. How could the paper be improved? 
Comments: 
What topics, features would you like to see included? 
7. How does the paper represent the women’s community in the area? 
Very Well Adequacely Poorly 
The paper is: diverse not diverse 
Comments: 


8. Would you like to work on the paper? 


lf no, why? 


9. Other Comments: 


Please return to: Valley Women’s Voice 
Student Union Bldg. 
UMass, Amherst, MA 01003 


Radical 
Other 


Other: 


Newsbriefs 


Phranc is irom Los Angeles, as she explained in her 


if this ig al! saunds a little srrange to you, then you 
arahably werent there, in which case a little 
explanation is in Graer. Araent fans that we now are, 
we'll be nore thar happy jo uli you m. 


introduction to the song, “Female Mudwrestling.” 
Apparently, mudwrestling is (unfortunately or, 
fortunately for us) is somewhai more popular around 
L.A. than in New England. The song itself is simple 
and to the point, “It’s stupid, it’s embarrassing, I don’t 
like female mudwrestling.” 

This simplicity is in keeping with Phranc’s style in 
general, due in part to the time she performed in 
several punk bands. As she explained in te concert, 
she left L.A. to live in San Francisco, where she 
discovered punk and played in several groups, 
including one called “The Dumb Hairdressers. “This 
experience sparked much of her material, including a 
gut-wrenching ballad about punks who proudly sport 
swastikas. As she told the audience , her solo career 
began immediately after the first time she performed 
this song in front of members of the last band she 
belonged to. It’s an angry, confrontational song to 
those who nave no conscience: “Take off that 
swastika -- you're making me angry ... If it was you in 
those ovens, you wouldn’t think it was cool.” 

Although several of her songs are sharply political, 
many others display a quick wit and very active sense 
of humor. Nobody escapes her satiric pen -- not even 
the Pope Whr ‘would have believed there is a Marvel 
comic book abou the Pepe, if she hadn’t broughi it 
along to accompany her song, “Caped Crusader,”: 
“move over, Captain America, step aside Incredible 
hulk, make way for the Caped Crusader the one they 
call the Pope.” “Handicapped" is another surprise, a 
humourous reminder not to park in handicapped 
spaces unless they are rightfully yours. 


Notes from the 
Collective 


Dear Women, 
Welcome back. Did you miss us? It is hard runninga 


newspaper, but we have been trying. We wouldlike to 
know how you feel about the paper. Is the paper 
worth all the effort that we put into it? We believe that 
the paper is valuable to the women of the community. 

The collective is a very small group of women who 
could use more help. We have been undergoing some 
needed revitilization and changes and hope the paper 
will be better in the coming months. We need you to 
come work with us, while we try to make the paper 
reflective of the views of its members and the larger 
community and provide a resource for all women. We 
are asking for your input as part of the community. 
Please take a moment to complete the survey within 
this paper to help improve the Valley Women’s Voice. 

Presently the Valley Women’s Voice collective 
would like to encourage dialogue, understanding and 
a sense of community among women. We do not 
expect all women to heartily agree on everything that 
other women say and write. However asa paper for all 
women of the valley, we do not want to limit the 
diversity of the subjects we cover. We do recognizeas 
feminists that there are issues which some women find 
offensive but we feel an obligation to print a diversity 
of issues because of our committment to the entire 
community. 

The paper was initially formed eight years ago, 
when valley women held a sit-in at the Umass 
Collegian , to protest the exclusion of women’s news 
in the paper. The Collegian and other papers still 
donot make it a habit of including concerns for women 
in their pages. Therefore, we feel the women’s 
community needs a paper of is own. 

We of the Valley Women’s Voice need your help 
and encouragement in order to continue publishing. 

Sincerely, 


The Women of the Valley Women’s Voice 


in Phranc’s style 


Phranc’s music conveys her confidence, and sends 
out to women a message that they, too, can be strong 
and confident. So if you missed the first concert, keep 
your eyes open or at least check cut the album. You'll 
be glad you did. 
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Nothing about women on this page. * 


*Fill this page with news about 
women. Write an article, join the 
office staff, help us with editing, 
come to productionanddo something! 
Feminist news is an endangered 
species-we need your help to keep 

it alive. 

Come tomeetings on Tuesdays at 7pm 
in room 321, Student Union Bldg., 
UMass or call the officeat 545-2436, 


Editors note: We apologize for the 
L: 


——— 
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continued from page 2 


Finally I want to say that lappreciate 
the effort and care your collective 
has put into “Face the Music” all 
these years. Your programming has 
often been very inspiring to me and I 
enjoy the mix of familiar and 
women’s music. 

I hope you'll take these points I’ve 
raised with consideration. 
Thankyou, 

In Sisterhood, 
Ellen J. LaMonte 


Changing to ‘Power’ 


Dear VWV, 

Just for the record I authored the 
article on SM Lesbians in Mas- 
sachusetts which appeared in your 
October issue. I’m not certain why a 
byline was omitted. I certainly do not 
lack protection. 

I'd also like you to know that on 
Hallomas this year 1 changed my 
Lesbian name from Bet Birdfish to 
Bet Power. “Birdfish” had been my 
Lesbian name since 1973. “Power” 
menas, among many other things, 
my loving energy for SM activism 
and activities. 

I send you all my respect for the 
Valley Women’s Voice and her 
continuation and growth. 

Sincerly, 
Bet Power 


error. Bef Power’s name was 
inadvertently left off the story. 
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Offended by SM 


Dear VWV, 

I was offended by the article “SM 
Lesbians Need to Air Issue” (Oct. 
1986) The author is displeased with 
Lesbians who censure other 
Lesbians, calling the LOGS (Lesbian 
Organization of Greater Springfield) 
actions “vanilla Lesbian behavior.” 

I am not familiar with LOGS 
operations. | am addressing the issue 
of SM among Lesbian from my 
viewpoint as a feminist who is against 
the publication of SM or any other 
sexually violent material. 

It is my believe that yours is anaive 
political vision, beginning with your 
concept of feminism. Unlike you, 
feminists are not naive enough to 
believe that women can do no evil. 
Feminism is not an “anything goes 
--provided that those involved are 
women” attitude. Feminism is 
woman positive, creating and 
nurturing an environment where 
women do not feel powerless and are 
free from sexism, which I define as 
the activity of men who use powers 
afforded them as men to subordinate 
women. Realizing that women as 
group are not equal, ferninists strive 
to make a woman’s point of view 
valid and credible in a world where 
“no” means “yes” when women 
speak it. 

Fascists are those who torture, 
imprison and kill others, through a 
governmentally sanctioned power 
over others, in order to enhance that 
power and establish the power as 
real. Sadists (whether men or 
women, Lesbian, gay or heterosexual) 
are those who torture, imprison and 
often kill others for the very same 
reasons. Censures can also often be 
polaced in this category. Feminists 
cannot. Feminists are not women 
who seek power over other, they are 
women who seek power over 
themselves, their own bodies, even if 
this means that some individual’s 
free access to them is thus denied. 

You have “bought the patriarchal 
imperative” that this is just a world 
where a woman’s situation can be 
freely chosen. When we do not hear 
a woman’s voice of dissent in this 
land of freedom, we reason, 
objectively, that she must not have 
anything to say. She really wanted it. 
“No” means “yes.” It’s just part of 

the game. 

Your voice, “loud and proud,” 
“nurturing Lesbian liberties,” echoes 
painfully in void of silence as the 
lovely Lesbian lady washes your car. 

Bonnie S. McIntosh 


BODY /MIND CENTERING 


Breathing Freely 
4 Week Class for Women 


Learn how you can use breathing as a key to releasing shoulder 
and back tension, deep relaxation, reducing stress, quieting the 


mind and inner awareness. 


We will use touch, visualization, movement and experiential 
anatomy as tools. 


Wednesdays March 4-25 
5:30-7:30pm Northampton 
Small class, limited to 8 
Fee $50 
Pre-registration necessary 


Linda Tumbarello 
Certified Body/ Mind 


Teacher and Practitioner 


A Year in Prison 


Editor's note: Sheila Parks of I: 


I | 
| ‘Medford, MA, is a former college 
: §) professor who its finishing a year’s 
= | prison sentence for taking part ina 
f non-violent, anti-nuclear disarmant 
|} action at General Dynamics, RI, in 
| April 1985. She is part of the Trident 
f i! Pruning Hooks, the 13th in the 
] Plowshares actions. Trident II is the 


weapons. There is still time to stop it 
from being built. There are 
Coalitions to Stop Trident. Call or 
write the War Resisters League, 339 
l Lafayette St. New York, NY 10012, 

(212) 228-0450 or Mobilization for 
5 Survival, 853 Broadway, New York, 
; NY 10003. 


Dear VWV, 

_ My faith has deepened ... I feel 
better, am better than I have ever 
been before ... I have grown 
motionally and spiritually ... I have 
made some lifelong friends ... I have 
been part of some major prison 
reform that still continues ... The 
contradictions abound: It is my faith 
in God, the journey of my soul, and 
the urgency of the times that leads 
me to do a Plowshares. The more | 
concentrate on my soul’s journey -- 
the only journey there is -- the better 
and more healed my outer life is. I 
have been ina excruciatingly painful 
and very deep inner healing for the 
last 15 months (seven months before 
prisoin, eight months while in 
prison). This healing has culminated 
now and that is why lam better than 
ever. The more I concentrate on my 
outer life - the Plowshares action, 
trial, and prison -- the better my work 
on my inner life, is and the more my 
inner life gets healed. 
Prison has beena great blessing from 
God in that She has given me the 
time and place to work on myself 
that is not available in the outside 
world and/or that I do not take so 
completely while outside. And in 
prison the issues get raised ina much 
more stark way than they could ever 
be raised outside. The inner and 
outer are inextricably entwined. I 
year in prison is a relatively short 
time and my life here is certainly not 
anything like being murdered, 
tortured, or raped in Central 
America, the Mideast, or South 
Africa. On the other hand, most 
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people in the peace movement do 
not want to do even a a year in 
prison. I do not want to say, “Ho 
hum, it was nothing.” It was an 
intense experience even for a year. 

Although my heart and soul are 
freer than they ever have been, I miss 
being physically free. I am keenly 
aware (from furloughs) of how good 
it is to sit with friends, have a cup of 
tea, takea walk, be --on my own time 
and in my own time. [ am institu- 
tionalized, of course, and in 
some ways that is not so bad | 
discover. If ] were aware on a daily 
basis, ina sensory way, of what Iwas 
missing outside, I think the pain 
would be unbearable. It is kind of like 
an out-of-body experience when the 
physical pain gets too great. At best 
this prison is petty and trivial. 

At worst, it is illegal and immoral -- 
evil. In here is is very easily seen that 
what is done to one of usis done toall 
of us. 

We women in here have each 
other, though, and that is a lot , for 
the women who chose or are lucky 
enough to become deep freinds with 
one another. There are a few officers 
I really like, but this place has tested 
every spriritual and emotional belief] 
have, the hardest tests I have ever 
had. For the most part it has brought 
out the best in me, my belief and 

practice in non-violence has 
deepened. It works, it really works. 
Sometimes. Being open and 
vulnerable really works. 1 can remain 
true to myself even in prison. | 
appreciate people I live on the 
outside more. Most friends on the 
outside have been so loving I am 
grateful and moved beyond words. It 
has brought out the best in many 
friends also. I am sad about society 
and the human condition (our 
shadow side) and painfully aware of 
how much we need structural, 
systemic, institutionalized changes if 
we really are to have peace. On the 
other hand, all the love and gener- 
ousity I have been given from friends 
and from other people makes me 
more in love with the human race 
than ever before. And with nature. 
And with God. We are going to save 
this planet. 
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Jan Raymond’s book celebrates Herstory 


A Passion for Friends: Toward a Phil 
Female Affection peak a 


By Janice Raymond 
Beacon Press 1986 
241 pages, $22.95 


When I heard that University of Massachusetts’ 
Women Studies professor Jan Raymond had written 
this book, I thought that it would be an important 
book that would mean a great deal to me. After five 
years of university education I felt as though I knew a 
lot, perhaps too much, about the way women have 
been oppressed in this society. The idea that sombody 
had written a book that was going to point toa feminist 
future and maybe even celebrate the historical 
triumphs filled me with anticipation. 

The book exceeded my fondest expectations. Itisa 
tour de force in the best sense of the term. 

Janice Raymond articulates the personal and 
political importance of female friendship in this world 

in a way that is breathtakingly brilliant and down-to- 
earth pragmatic at the same time. She handles 

political and personal phenomena that have been 
hampering not only the women’s movement but also 
our daily lives (are these two inseperable?) for a long 
time. She speaks the unspeakable. She does this in 
many different ways throughout the book. The point 
that really hits home, especially after living in the 

Happy Valley for half a decade, is her discussion of 

“therapism”. 

Something my friends and I have been laughing 

uneasily about lately is the proliferation of different 

types of therapies in the Amherst/Northampton area. 

After reading advertisements for so many different 

types of counseling and support groups, we wonder 

how many responses we would get to an 
advertisement that reads: “support group forming for 
women owners of bulimic cats”. We laughed off our 
unease with the valley’s major growth industry, which 
Raymond calls therapism, because we did not want to 
be “judgemental”. But this sort of refusal to evaluate 
or judge is part of therapism, which, 
according to Raymond, is damaging to the women’s 
movement. Rather than focusing on the causes of 
mental illness, such as economic injustice, racism, and 
other social structures, therapism represents a 
depoliticizing focus on each woman’s experience of 
that oppression. 

It is this type of personal and political question that 
Raymond confronts with a tough minded historical 
and theoretical approach. Her book, in the best 
tradition of feminist scholarship , combines work in 
disciplines such as history, philosophy, and politics to 
produce a compelling analysis of the origins and 
possibilities of female friendship. 

The book is divided into five parts. In the 
introduction and first chapter she sets the tone for the 
book. She points out that feminist scholarship has 
focused on the sources of female oppression and on 
the historical victimization of women. She sets out to 
discuss another side of women’s lives: “Tt is my 
intention...to represent part of the history and vitality 
of women’s friendship and to speculate about the 
power of friendship in women’s lives.” 

In the first chapter, “Origins of Female Friendship”, 
Raymond says that historically women have ben 
coerced into heterosexuality after having a woman- 
centered childhood. Though she backs this statement 
up with sources, | am left with the impression re it's 
to make the case SO Ce bil 
Certainly, | am convinced that patriarchy has had a 
detrimental effect on female friendships, Beers 
terms like “coercion” to remove any validity ata a 
hetereosexuality as a choice seems superfluous to the 


central argument, whichis that female friendships are 
a potent force in women’s lives, anmd yet are 
maligned and ignored by traditional philosophies. 

Chapters Two and Three focus on American Nuns 
and the Chinese marriage resisters. These chapters 
are an interesting historical explanation of two ancient 
types of “womanist” communities and how men 
sought to undemnine the inherent power of these 
alliances. Apparently Raymond herself was a member 
of a convent, and she has some thought provoking 
observations on convent life. Upon leaving the 
convent, she writes, “I remember feeling a 
tremendous Ionliness for the community of women | 
had wanted to get out of... The only thing normative 
was heterosexuality. Frantically we tried to erase our 
convent experience and to erase our convent 
experience and to ease the strangeness of the world.” 

The Chinese marriage resisters fled foot binding 
and arranged marriages to form communities which 
“evaded the law promulgated in 1927 prohibiting the 
formation of communist cells and trade unions in the 
filatures (silk factories) by forming Sister Societies.” 

She draws a startling parallel between 
these seemingly disparate groups. In the case of both 
Chinese “spinsters” and American nuns, women 
who refuse to enter the “hetero-relational” world are 
seen in some sort of sociological paradigm. 
“Whenever women are together, doing uncon- 
ventional deeds, they are categorized as not real 
women. These categories are repeatedly prolific: 
manly, deprived, sexless, frigid, lonely, broken, lewd, 
whorish, escapist, apolitical, insignificant. Or their 
womanist origins are seen as male-originated. Thus 
scholars attribute nuns going into convents and 
Chinese women resisting marriage to the scarcity of 
men or prevalence of ‘non-progressive’ marriage 
structures.” 

It is in her last two chapters that Raymond’s 
brilliance shines the most. Here she articulates 
carefully crafted criticisms of varied political ideas 
andterms to explain what forces negatively effect 
female affection and what forces can serve to enhance 
friendship. She deals with such anathemas as “elitism” 
and “tolerance” and crucial slogans such as “the 
personal is political” in chapter four, “Obstacles to 
Female Friendship”. 

She writes, “dogmatism of tolerance has infected 
the woman’s movement.” She says it is like the 
“tyranny of structurelessness” which forces women 
to use power in insidious ways, rather than in an 
honest and open manner. She criticizes the 
compulsion to use collective organization in feminist 
political groups. She sees the sources of this 
compulsion as the unquestioning acceptance of leftist 
values as a reaction to patriarchal hierarchies. She 
says the tyranny of tolerance has “promoted an ethic 
of value freedom that has been allowed to stand as an 
unexamined principle among certain groups of 
women.” She points out that there is a big difference 
between moralism, which feminists should reject, and 
morality. “ From an unexamined principle, it isa short 
distance to an unexamined life.” 

Ina section on “victimization” Raymond discusses 
the idea that the only pure type of feminist politics isa 
downwardly mobile rejection of everything worldly. 
She says “there is an unstated and, hopefully, 
unintended premise that feminists might lose our 
feminists identity if antifeminism disappeared from the 
world.” We cannot be held together in a world linked 
solely by a common enemy or a negative identity, she 
writes. “Only within the framework of female 
friendship can a woman live asa woman, working for a 
reconstituted world, without exhausting herself in the 


struggle against woman-hating and without despairing 
at the enormity of the task.” 

Her last chapter, “A vision of female friendship,” 
discusses the importance of a dialectical approach to 
envisioning possibilities. You need to incorporate 
pessimism and optimism and a long range view witha 
short range view. And then of course there is the age 
old dialectic between theory and practice. “Theory is 
the reservoir of practice. It is the animating source of it. 
purposiveness. It should be present in practice, 
should practice in theory. The unity of the two is 
necessary to the integrity of each.” 

I don’t know now exactly how this book will affect 
my life, but as I put these thoughts down on paper, I 
am inspired to say what I think without feeling guilty. 
(“The energies invested in bearing and acknowledging 
guilt, as well as in guilt tripping others, do not enable 
constructive action against oppression.”) So already 
my writing and thinking is informed by Raymond’s 
sophisticated and trenchant book. 

by Emma Goldstein 


Gabriel Brooke, Innkeeper 


a a, 
Gabriel s : 
apartments & guest rooms 
for women & their friends 


Open Year Round 
Cable TV & Coffee 
Hot Tub & Sun Deck 
in the Center of Town 


(617) 487-3232 r 
104 Bradford Street 
Provincetown, MA 02657 
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‘Women travel to Nicaragua for revolution, solidarity 


continued from page 1 

them before women are truly free. The revolution has 
opened the way for women to organize and begin this 
struggle, but every escalation in U.S. government 
aggression is also an escalation in the hardship faced 
by Nicaraquan Women. 

By building a vocational school where women will 
learn carpentry and other trade skills, by training 
Nicaraguan women apprentices, we are directly 
supporting AMNLAE'’s effort to integrate women into 
non-traditional jobs. 

Brigade Companeras is one contribution to the 
growing solidarity of women throughout the world. 

VWV interviewed Bonnie Mann for more 
information: 


VWV: Bonnie, how does going on Brigadu 
Companeras connect with your work here in the 
Valley? 

Mann: I work as the Volunteer Coordinator for 
Necessities, the battered women’s shelter, as well as 
doing work around Central America. As a feminist, | 
have a political analysis of both that I see as 
connected. A woman in a battering situation suffers 
from a type of imperialism. She is not allowed to 
pursue her own needs and interests; all her energies 
are supposed to be directed to pleasing our placating 
the man -- or else. Similarly, the U.S. government 
demands that all of Nicaragua’s energies be directed 
to benefiting the U.S. -- or else. Also my work with 
Latinas at the Shelter added to my interest in Central 
America; for I believe that while feminism is different in 
different parts of the world, the struggle of womenisa 


global struggle. 
VWYV: Will this brigade focus specifically on women’s 
issues? 

Mann: I believe they will be anatural focus for the 
group, but individual women on the brigade may well 
have other interests and questions also. 

VWV: If a woman is interested in going, what time 


committment is involved? 
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Mann: We will be building the school during June, 
July and August. However, we understand that many 
people may only be able to go for a month, and are 
even considering two week units. Those planning to 
go also need to help with the organizing here at home 
beforehand. 

VWV: Are only skilled carpenters, masons, etc. 
welcome? 
Mann: The more skilled the better, but many of us do 
not know much. Being willing to learn is important. 
VWV: What about Spanish? How important is that? 
Mann: We definitely will consider people fluent in 
Spanish even if their production skills are weak, 
because that is so important to the group. But for 
individuals I stress that every word is precious. Learn 
ten words and that will open up ten doors for you. 
Learn 20 and you'll double your wonderful 
experiences. The more Spanish you know the more 
meaningful your experience will be. The Valley’s own 
International Language Institute offers outstanding, 
relevant, conversational Spanish classes in both 
Northampton and Holyoke. The program is six weeks 
long, two nights a week, starting Feb. 23. I know it’s 
less than $200, and can make such a difference! 
VWYV: From your previous trip to Nicaragua, do you 
have other tips for women for whom this may be their 
first time? Were you nervous about going? Are there 
helpful things to read? : 
Mann: Anytime there is a war, you need to be 
nervous, but basically I was far more nervous before I 
went, than when I was there. When contra were in the 
area, we were scared. And my family, who lives ina 
conservative part of Oregon, were nervous about my 
going. But I wrote lots of letters and I feel they really 
learned from my trip. And some of my friends, who 
were scared about my going, have since decided to go 
themselves. 
Books we've found helpful to read include Margaret 
Randall’s Sandino’s Daughters and What Difference 
Can Revolution Make? by Joseph Collins. Books that 


j TRIVIAL 
the labrys- toting mind. Artists Wot VES 
} 


Lope: 
Tigue: 


$14/year — out of US. 


Sample Copy: $5.00/$6.00 
_ TRIVIA PO Box 606 N.Amhers, MA 01059 


D 


S H O P 


share other American’s experience in Nicaragua 
include Brigadista: Harvest and War in Nicaragua, 
edited by Jeff Jones;Letters from Nicaragua, 
testimony of a lesbian feminist Jewish woman, 
Rebecca Gordon; andBearing Witness, Building 
Bridges Interviews with North Americans Living and 
Working in Nicaragua, by Melissa Everett. 
VWV: How much will it cost to go on Brigada 
Companeras? 
Mann: Airfare to Nicaragua will probably cost 
between $700 and $800. Living expenses will have to 
have to be added to that and will vary depending on 
how long someone stays. We hope to have two 
scholarship for low-income women with useful skills 
and Spanish and know people will need to do personal 
fundraising in order to go. 


Brigade Companeras is one 
contribution to the growing 
solidarity of women 
throughout the world. 


« 


fundraising even if they can’t go? 
Mann: Absolutely! Right now we have a small core 
group of five and there is so much to do! We need 
people to help us determine what tools we need, 
where to buy them, how much to spend, how to ship. 
We want to raise $25,000 to pay for the construction 
materials we will use in Nicaragua, wages for 
Nicaraguan women apprentices, tools which we will 
use and then leave in Nicaragua, scholarships and 
subsidies fro two low-income women North American 
brigade members, and organizational expenses. That 
means a lot of leg work to get the materials together 
and a lot of fundraising! Women interested in going 
definitely need to be a part of this process so we can 
work together, but absolutely, the more, the better! 
VWV: So if women are interested in becoming part of 
Brigada Companera, what should they do? 
Mann: They can get in touch with me by calling 
Necessities at 586-1125 (days) or my home 584-4969 


(evenings) if they want to know about our meetings our 


wish to sponsor a house meeting for the brigade. If 
they wish to donate money, either in lump sum or 
monthly pledges (now-to-August), checks can be 
made payable to Brigada Companeras, 15 Glendale 
Ave., Northampton MA 01060. These donations will 
help ensure the new vocational school iscompleted 
and the first apprentices are financed. 


The positive impact of North American women with 
non-traditional skills passing this hard-earned 
knowledge onto Nicaraguan women as they build a 
vocational school open to women will not end when 
the building is complete. When the Brigada 
Companeras returns, it plans to fundraise here at 
home to provide living expenses for Nicaraguan 
women who otherwise might not be able to attend the 
new school. If Valley women can marshall the 
resources to get this brigade off the ground, Valley 
and Nicaraguan women may have an inspiring 
connection for long time to come. 
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SOME INSURANCE ACCEPTED (413) 628-4703 


PSYCHOTHERAPY, 
SUPERVISION, CONSULTATION 


KATHLEEN M. KELLEY, LICSW 


Feminist Therapist 


Seeing Individual Women, Couples, and Groups Around 
Issues Related to Intimacy, Sexuality, Alcohol. Incest 


GAY NIGHT IN NOHO 
sunday night is gay night at L'Oasis, a new 
Clud in the basement of Thomes Market. 


LA MIX AT 616 
Every Saturday night at 616. a women’s clus 
in South Hadiey, La Mix is DJ. 


COMING OUT TO MOM 

Lesbians collecting stories of how womyn 
came out to their Mothers for an antho-ogy. 
We request womyn of all backgrounds to 
send stories and/or inquiries to: P.O. Box 6031, 
Minneapolis, MN, 55406. Poetry, photographs. 
etc. also walcome. 


ANTHOLOGY ON LESBIAN COUPLING 
Seeking non-fictional essays, poems. 
cartoons, drawings, and songs from lesbians 
about the committed coupling experience. 
All types of women and relationships, past 
and present will be included. The style of 
essays may vary: dialogues between partners, 
single voice, blend of voices, an interview. lf 
interested, please send an outline with a SASE 
and date when we can expect the finished 
essay. Send to: Inner Link and Outer Vision, 56 
Millers Falls, MA 01349. 


POETRY AWARD 

Alice James Books accepting poetry 
manuscripts until March 1, 1987, for the 
Beatrice Hawley Award, resulting in 
publication of a book-length collection by 
the press In 1987. Manuscripts must be 60-70 
pages typed, paginated, must include table 
of contents. Translations not eligible. Two 
copies of the manuscript witha stamped self- 
addressed envelope sufficient for their retum 
should be sent to: Alice James Books, Hawley 
Award, 138 Mt. Aubum St., Cambridge MA 
02138. 


THEATRE CLASS FOR WOMEN 

Explore your creativity and expression using 
Theatre games, body work, actor training. 
improvisation, voice, movement and more. 
Fun and hard work. Taught by Iris Bloom for 10 
weeks beginning Wed. Feb 18. from 6:30- 
9:30pm at East Street Studio, Hadley. For more 
info call Iris Bloom at 584-5888. 


WOMEN'S CHORUS 

{f you like to sing and loves to harmonize, the 
New Women’s Chorus is looking for you! We 
sing jazz and pop from the 20's to the 80's. Find 
out what you've been missing! Call: Jean at 
256-8090, Marcia: 734-7818 or Mary-Lou: 739-9416. 
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Free Phone Consultations 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Week/ Weekend Hours 


Phobia/ Trauma Cure 


*N.L.P. Master Practitioner 
*Kantorn Couple/Family Therapy 
*Ericksonian Hypnotherapy 


Susan Ritter 
attorney at law 


Cornplete Civil Practice Including 


Divorces @ Adoptions ¢ Immigration 
Real Estate (buying or selling) 
Bankruptcy @ Small Business Matters 


16 Center Street, Northampton, MA 01060 


Individual, Couple, Family, Teen, Groups 7 


“Many of us spend years trying 


to understand the WHYS” 


“CHANGEWORK will make the Differences 
you want to happen Now” 


training CHANGEWORK’s counselling 


at Créative Counseling & Consulting Services, Springfield 
Feminist Psychotherapy 


Barbara Steinberg-Punis MEd.C., Director 
Certified 


Communictions, Behaviors, Feelings 


LESBIAN INCEST 
SURVIVORS GROUP 

The Lifeline Institute inc. is offering a 
support group for lesbians with incest 
suivors. The group will begin in late March, 
and wil be he'd from 7:30 to 9:15 p.m. on 
Thursdays. Six month committment. The 
G'Oup Wi! be facilitated by Kathleen Kelly. 
LICSW. Cai! 628-4703 for more information. 


GAY TEEN HOTUNE 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Hotiine vo'unteers are needed for LifeLine’s 
feen hotline. Training is provided to anyone 
who is interested. No experience necessary, 
just motivation to help teenagers who are 
bi-sexual, gay. lesbian or questioning. Please 
Cail 253-2822. 


WOMEN NEEDED TO 
STAFF VIOLENCE HOTLINE 
Necessities/Necesidades needs volunteer! 
Strong, dependable women to staff a 24- 
hour hotline for battered women and their 
children in Hampshire County. Volunteers do 
crisis intervention and advocacy with 
women who must leave their homes to 
avoid abuse. Volunteer training begins in 
mid-February. Interested women can call 
Necessities/Necesidades at 586-1125 for 
more Information, 


SUPPORT GROUP FORMING 

Lesbian Separatist/anti-capitalist trying to live 
a more non-materialistic, spiritual, nature- 
focused way of life seeks other like-minded 
lesbians to form support/growth group. Write: 
PO BOX 512, Hatfield, MA 01038 


SEX RESEARCH PROJECT 

New study focusing on gay/lesbian sexuality 
seeking to address question about types and 
incidence of sexual dysfunction in gay and 
lesbian couples. Research, team emphasises 
that.they “believe that gay or lesbian sexual 
orientaton Is a natural state.” Study is 
collecting data, seeking couples willing to fill 
out questionaires to be retumed by mail. 
Complete anonymity and confidentiality is 
insured. Interested couples should contact 
Bahr at (215) 622-2007 or write: Box 2364, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-0364. 


Springfield 783-5884 
24 Hour Answering Service 
Brief and Long Term 
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*New Choices Trainer Certificare 
*Psychosynrhesis Guide 
*24 hour cancellation policy 


Announcements 


HEALTH PUBLICATIONS 

Several publications are available from 
the National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development. Single copies of any 
of thses publications may be ordered free of 
charge by writing to: NICHD, P.O. box 29111, 
Wash. D.C. 20040. Choose from: “Facts 
About Anorexia Nervosa, Caesarean Child 
Birth, Childhood Hyperactivity, Down's 
Syndrome For Women over 35, Dyslexia, 
Dysmenorhea and PMS, oral 
contraceptives, precocious puberty, 
pregnancy and smoking, premature birth 
and vasectomy safety. 


from women's world 


ORGANIZING PAMPLETS 
AVAILABLE NOW 


LATHAM, N.Y. Kitchen Table: Women of Color 
press has published its first three issues in the 
Freedom Organizing pamplet series. They 
are “The Combahee River Collective 
Statement: Black Feminist Organizing in the 
Seventies and Eighties,” with a new foreward 
by Barbara Smith: “Apartheid U.S.A” by 
Audre Lorde and “Our Common Enemy Our 
Common Cause: Freedom Organizing in the 
Eighties” by Merle Woo; and “| am your 
Sister; Black Women Organizing Across 
Sexualities” by Audre Lorde. 

The pamphlets offer political analysis by 
women of color in an accessible format. To 
order copies or for more information, write to 
Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press at P.O. 
box 908, Latham, NY 12110 


EDUCATE AGAINST VIOLENCE 

The Educator Advocates are a group 
women volunteers trained to design and 
implement educational activities, and to 
organize events that will raise the 
community's awareness of violence against 
women. The educator/advocate program is 
looking for dedicated volunteers. 
Community women and students of diverse 
backgrounds are encouraged to apply. 
Academic-credit and/or letters of reference 
may bé available for participants in the 
program. Please contact the Everywoman’s 
Center, Nelson House at the University of 
Massachusetts for additional Information. 
The phone number is 545-3474. 


INCEST. SURVIVORS 

The counselor/advocate program at the 
Everywoman’s Center Is sponsoring a 
support group for adult survivors of Incest. 
The group will be a safe place for women to 
share their pain, anger, issues and strength 
while supporting one another. 

‘The coordinators request that interested 
participants sign up as soon as possible for 
this group, which will start in the spring. The 
group is free of charge and confidentiality is 
assured, For more information call the RVC 
at 545-0883. ; 
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Everywoman's Center 
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FUEL ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE TO NEEDY 

The Emergency Fuel bank has opened 
again for the heating season. The bank 
provides one-time assistance of up to 150 
gallons of fuel or $200 toward oll, gas, wood 
or electric bill for households in Hampshire 
County that are unable to heat their homes. 

The Emergency Fuel Bank aims to assist 
households that have exhausted their Fuel 
Assistance funds or households not eligible 
for Fusl Assistance that still face difficulty 
heating their homes. All requests are 
reviewed on an individual basis and any 
unusual circumstances which may have 
contributed to the emergency situation are 
taken into consideration. 

A household must have no heat or be in 
danger of losing their heat in order to be 
eligible for assistance. Applicants must have 
less than 1/8 of a tank of fuel or must have 
received a notice of termination of service 
from a utility. Additionally applicants must 
meet income guidelines and must be 
unable to obtain credit or other sources of 
assistance. The bank operates as a service 
of Hampshire Community Action 
Commission at 218 State St., P.O. box 7 
Northampton MA 01060. Contributions or 
requests for assistance can be made by 
calling the Fuel Bank Monday through 
Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 584-4577. South 
Hadley and Granby residents can calll toll 
free at 533-4801; Ware and Belchertown can 
call toll-free 283-7630. PLease ask to be 
connected to the Emergency Fuel Bank 
when calling. 


ARISE OFFERS 
SPEAKERS ON POVERTY 
Arise. inc.. an organization consisting of and 
advocating the rights of low-income 
people. has a Speakers Bureau which is 
willing to speak to organizations about 
special issues of low-income people. Topics 
covered can include: affordable housing. 
the Up to Poverty Legislation, fhe health 
Insurance crisis. how poverty affects children 
and much more. 

For more information or to book a 
presentation, call the Arise office at 
781-7720. 


VOLUNTEER AT EWC 

The Resource/Referral Program of 
Everywoman’s Center is looking for 
community volunteers and student intems 
to staff the Resource Room for the Spring. 
Community and University women are 
invited fo apply. Volunteers and interns 
provide information about area services and 
events to women calling in or dropping by 
the center, make medical and legal 
referrals, and update and maintaing 

resource and referral information on may 
topics of concem to women. Orientation 

and on-going topics of concem to women. 
Orentation and on-going training Is 
provided: ~ : 

For more information, a job description, 
and an application form, contact Sandy 
Mandel, Resource/Refenal Coordinator, 
Everywoman’s Center, Wilder Hall, UMass 
Amherst MA 01003, or call (413) 545-0883 


RAPE SURVIVORS 

The counselor/advocate program at 
Everywoman’s Center is sponsoring a 
support group for survivors of rape. The 
group will focus on some Common issues 

.facing rape survivors such as fear, anger. 

Intimacy issues and the reactions of family 
and friends. 

The ten-week group will form this spring, 


the EWC soon. The group is free of charge 


©, ad confidentiality is assured. For information 
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February 


FEBRUARY 5, THURSDAY 


THE EXHIBMION, New England Engraved: 
The prints of Asa Cheffetzwillbe on view at 
the Arts Council of Franklin County in the 
Artspace Gallery from February § through 
27. The Arts Council Is located at the comer 
of Main and Franklin Sts. in Greenfie'd. The 

exhibition may be viewed Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10am - 4pm and Is open to 
the public free of charge. 
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FEBRUARY 6, FRIDAY 


AWomen’s Ritual Circle for Candlemas 
will be held at Annabelle’s, third floor of 
Thomes, Northampton 7:30-9:30. Free and 
open to all women, the circle will include 
chanting. dancing, and other activities in 
the Wilcan tradition. For further informa- 

' tion, call Karen Shelley via Northampton 
exchange. 


FEBRUARY 7, SATURDAY 


STAGE presents PATTY LARKIN in concert 
pertorming hits from her album and other 
onginals. Some of hersongs have a country 

| beni. some satirical and some about our 
favorite subjects. Place: YWCA, 1 Salem 
§q..Wareester Time: 8pm Admission is charged 

} For more information call (617) 798-5450. 


FEBRUARY 7, SATURDAY 


POEIRY READING at 3pm at the 
Northampton Center for the Arts to 
benefit the Women’s Constuction Brigade. 


FEBRUARY 10, TUESDAY 


THEOLDRR WOMENS CONNECTION, c group 
of area women who addiess the issues 
that effact elders such as abuse and 
discrimination, ls meeting at Memorial 
Hall, the Council on Aging. Northampton, 
from 2-4pm. 


FEBRUARY 11, WEDNESDAY 


SEPHARDIC FOLKLORE with GLORIAASCHER 
at 7pm, Campus Center 903, UMass. Ms. 
Ascherwiil present “Sephardic Songs, Proverbs 
and Stories: A Continuing Tradition.”. Spon- 
sored by Hillel. 


FEBRUARY 13, FRIDAY 


NEW WORLD THEATER presents, Grandma 
& Grandpa Two one character American 
Indian comedy plays. February 13 and 14, 
Curtain Theater, 8pm. Tickets available at 
the Fine Arts Center, UMass, (413) 545- 
4945. Call Early. 


FEBRUARY 14, SATURDAY 


SWEETHEART BALL a benefit dance at the 
Red Bam, Hampshire College, 9-1am. Dance 
to benefit the lesbian, gay and bisexual 
youth project of Lifeline institute. Co-soon- 
sored by Hampshire College Gay Alliance. 


FEBRUARY 15, SUNDAY 


SWEET HONEY AND THE ROCK in concert 
at3omatGeene Hall, Smith College, Northam- 
pton. This group, a quintet of Black women 
singers, perform music rooted in the tradition 
of Black American unaccompanied choral 
singing. Tickets available at Iron Horse/ 
Northampton, Food For Thought/Amherst, 
and For the Record/Amherst. 


FEBRUARY 19, THURSDAY 


JUDY SLOAN, comedian and character 
actress, will perform in a one-women show, 
“Responding to Chaos”, as a benefit for 
Valley Women’s Martial Arts. 8pm at the 
Northampton Center for the Arts, South 
Street, Northampton. The benefit will be 
part of the Chamber of Commerce Winter 
Festival and will raise funds for self protection 
programs for elders. 


Calendar 


FEBRUARY 19, THURSDAY 


“for colored girls who have considered 
suicide/wher the rainbow isenuf’ byNtozake 
Shange, directed by Chezla Thompson will 
be performed at Theatre 14 Mendenhall 
Center forthe Performing Arts, Smith College 
from February 19-21, 26-28. Ticket infomation 
available at (413) 584-3023 or (413) 584- 
2700, ext. 3220. Curtain time Is 8pm. 


FEBRUARY 21, SATURDAY 


RESISTING VIOLENCE: A FOCUS ON ELDERS, 
a free workshop held in connection with 
the Judy Sloan benefit, will be offered for 
elders and their friends. The format will 
include information sharing, discussion, 
demonstration of self protection techniques. 
Please call (413) 527-0101 for information 
about time location and transportation. 
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MARCH 4, WEDNESDAY 


HANNAH SENESH, an Off-Broadway 
production, written and directed by David 
Schechter with the music of Steven Lutvak 
and Elizabeth Swados will be performed at 
8pm in Bowker Auditorium, UMass. Tickets 
available at UMass Fine Arts Centerancdat 
the door. Sponsored by Hillel and a grant 
from the Distinguished Visitors Program. 


MARCH 10, TUESDAY 


WOMEN’S ART SHOW, an exhibition in 
celebration of women’s art and women in 
the arts throughout New Haven. The show 
willbe held at Erector Sq. Gallery, 315 Peck 
Street, New Haven, CT. Speakers will be 
scheduled both at Erector Square Gallery 
and other locations. The show will run from 
March 10-29. For more information call 
(203) 865-5055. 


MARCH 13, FRIDAY 


THE SECOND NATIONAL NURSING 
CONFERENCE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN will be held the weekend of March 
13-15 at the Campus Center, UMass. The 
Keynote Speaker will be Jacqueline 
Cambell. For more information contact 
Judy Wardlaw at (413) 545-0312. 
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Black Sisters, Speak Out: Feminism and Oppression in 
Black Africa 

Awa Thiam 

Pluto Press; Dover, New Hampshire; 1986 


Women are the last great colony in the world, and the Muslim 
women of Black Africa, the most colonized of all. 

Poligamy, clitoridectomy and sewing up the vagina (infibulation) 
are the weapons used by men to control millions f women. In this 
powerful and moving book, Awa Thiam, a Black African feminist, 
lets some of the most oppressed women in the world speak for 
themselves. She makes plain that these practices are not remote 
and ‘barbaric’, but part of a pattern of universal violence from men 
towards women. The answer to the problem lies in direct political 
action, but action linked to intemational feminism. 

Male religion, male politics and male pride are all attacked in this 
bitter examination of their effect on women. 

--reprinted from cover 


Women and European Politics: Contemporary Feminism and 
Public Policy 

Joni Lovenduski F 

University of Massachusetts Press; Amherst, MA; 1986, $27.50 


Women and European Politics is a comprehensive country-by- 
country survey of the changing political and economic history of 
women in Eastern and Western Europe over the Ist two centuries. 
Joni Lovenduski first discusses the contributions of the ‘first wave’ 
feminists who fought for woman suffrage as well as reforms in family 
life, wage work, and educational opportunities. A more eco- 
nomically independent group of ‘second wave’ feminists were 
concerned primarily with women’s political activism, reproductive 
rights, child care provision for wage-eaming women, laws against 
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rape and sexual harassment, and consciousness-raising about 
women's oppression. Throughout her consideration of these 
issues, Lovenduski remains keenly aware of the unique situation for 
the women in each country discussed, as well as the divisions 
created among women due to differing social class and ethnic 
background. 

--reprinted from jacket 


My Song is My Own: 100 Women’s Songs 
Kathy Henderson, et al. 
Pluto Press; Dover, New Hampshire; 1979, $7.95 


My Song is My Own is the first substantial collection of women's 
songs from Britain drawn froma rich repertoire stretching back five 
centuries. They are about courtship, desire and sexual rela- 
tionships; marriage; motherhood and childhood; and work-paid 
and unpaid. 

My Song is My Own reveals some of the hidden culture and 
history of women. But it is not just of interest to historians and 
students of popular culture, it is a collection of songs for singing, 
about the experiences of women and men now. 
~reprinted from cover 


Juveniles in Prostitution: Fact vs. Fiction 
Laura J. Smith and Sharon A.B. Mitchell 
R&E Publishers; Saratoga, CA; 1984 


Juveniles in prostitution are at the bottom of the heap. This book 
is designed to dispel the ignorance and fear surrounding the 
subject—and people~and to spark professional concern for these 
youngsters. 
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Juveniles in Prostitution is based on the work of Laura J. Smith 
and Sharon A. B. Mitchell at the nation's only long-term residential 
center for adolescents in prostitution. The author’s goal is to 
dissolve the aura of mystery, fear and contempt that surrounds the 
topic and to pass on what they have learned from their direct 
experience. They offer a preliminary exploration of the dynamics 
that create juvenile prostitutes and describe a tested approach to 
long-term treatment. 

-reprinted from cover 


MOJO HAND: An Orphic Tale 
J.J. Philipps 
City Miner Books, Berkeley, CA; 1966, $6.95 


Unavailable for nearly twenty years MOJO HAND is back in 
print. Stark and inevitable as Greek Tragedy, it isa contemporary 
Orphic tale that can be read on many levels. It is at once a story 
about the complexity of racial identity, about men and women, 
about the Other, about music and the blues, about the richness of 
language itself. This City Miner edition restores the explicit Orphic 
references excised by the original publisher. 

“IT read MOJO HAND shortly after it was published and liked it 
tremendously. Today, while putting the finishing touches on my 
own novel I picked it up again and foundit just as real and humorous 
and solid as it was when I first read it.” --Alice Walker 
reprinted from cover 
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